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ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Wath  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  submit  my  report  for  1959.  Set  out  in  the 
following  pages  are  statistics  presented  in  a  slightly  different  fomn  as  required 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Even  though  our  statistical  rates  are  based  on  small 
numbers  nevertheless  they  compare  quite  favourably  with  those  from  the  country. 

Firm  conclusions  cannot  be  drawn  from  these  small  numbers  but  the  attention  of  the 
Council  should  be  drawn  to  the  Registrar  General's  figures  for  England  and  Wales. 

Male  death  from  cancer  of  the  lung  have  risen  from  16,430  in  1957  to  17,040  in 
1958,  and  if  deaths  continue  for  the  whole  of  1959  at  the  rate  seen  in  the  first 
nine  months,  then  almost  18,000  men  will  have  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung.  Yet 
smoking  continues  to  increase! 

Our  water  supplies  provided  from  the  Council's  undertakings  were  of  satisfactory 
quality  during  the  year,  and  in  spite  of  the  low  rainfall  quantities  were  abundant. 
Unfortunately  in  those  3  parishes  supplied  by  an  outside  supplier  a  boiling  order 
had  to  be  placed  on  the  water  in  July  due  to  defects  in  the  system  of  chlorination 
being  discovered.  Samples  of  this  water  taken  in  these  parishes  were,  on  the  whole 
good  but  the  advice  was  based  on  knowledge  of  defects  rather  than  results.  A 
remedy  is  proving  exceedingly  protracted,  a  state  of  affairs  as  exasperating  to 
myself  as  to  the  unfortunate  recipients  of  my  advice. 

Mr.  Lewis's  comments  on  the  general  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district 
receive  my  complete  agreement  but  I  would  draw  the  Council's  attention  to  the  annual 
nuisance  caused  by  the  Topcliffe  Horse  Fair.  Some  600  years  ago  a  Charter  was 
granted  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Parish  of  Topcliffe  for  this  fair  to  be  held,  and  600 
years  later  we  have  the  inconvenience  of  over  100  caravans  descending  on  the  parish 
of  Asenby  for  up  to  a  week  in  July.  The  majority  of  them  have  no  sanitary 
conveniences  and  in  1959  none  were  provided  for  their  use.  This  highly  dangerous 
state  of  affairs  within  a  stone's  throw  of  Asenby  village  and  a  larger  village  in  an 
adjacent  district  i*  reminiscent  of  sanitary  conditions  in  the  dark  ages  -  the  age 
of  the  great  epidemics.  A  remedy  simply  must  be  found. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  GRAY, 

M.D. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  DESCRIPTION  OP  THE  AREA. 


Description. 

The  Rural  District  of  Wath  is  situate  in  the  extreme  South-West  comer  of 
the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  and  is  on  the  borders  of  the  West  Riding.  It  lies 
in  the  Vale  of  York  and  is  extremely  flat.  The  area  is  predominantly  agricultural 
in  character,  the  land  being  of  excellent  quality. 

The  area  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  the  River  Swale  and  on  the  West  by  the 
River  Ure.  Neighbouring  authorities  are  the  Ripon  and  Pateley  Bridge  Rural  District 
Council,  Bedale  Rural  District  Council,  Thirsk  Rural  District  Council  and  Easingwold 
Rural  District  Council. 

Statistics. 


Registrar-General 1 s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid-1959)  . . 3,500 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District,  a.  Privately  Owned  .  552 

b.  Council  Houses  .  131 

c.  Service  Married  Quarters  ..  48 

Area  in  acres . 17,007 

Number  of  Parishes .  11 

Rateable  Value . €51,466 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate .  £201 


Live  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 

27 


Females 

18 

1 


Total 


45 

1 


Live  birth  rate  13.2.  Corrected  16. 3.  (Correction  factor  I.24.)  England 
and  Wales  -  16,5. 

Illegitimate  live  birth  per  cent  of  total  births  -  2.2%. 

Still  Births  -  There  was  one  male  stillbirth  in  the  year  giving  a  rate  of  21.2  per 
1,000  total  births.  (England  and  Wales  21.6.) 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  -  47* 


Infant  deaths  (death  under  1  year).  -  1 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  - 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  -  21,2  (England  and  Wales  -  22.6) 

Legitimate  "  "  "  legitimate  "  -  21.8 

Illegitimate  "  "  "  illegitimate  "  -  NIL. 

Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  (death  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  -  NIL 

Early  Neo-natal  »  »  (  »  "1  week  "  "  "  "  »  )  -  NIL 

Peri-natal  "  "  (  stillbirth  and  death  under  1  week  "  "  )  -  20.8 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  -  NTT. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  -  NIL 


Total 

26 

and  Wales  11.6) 


Deaths . 

Males  Females 

Deaths  for^a  all  causes  13  13 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population  Uncorrected  -  7*4 
(Correction  Factor  1.5)  Corrected  rll.l  (England 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30240177 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Registrar  General’s  Return 

Diseases. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  diseases  . 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough  . 

6.  Meningicoccal  infections  . . 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

8.  Measles  . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  conditions 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

11.  "  "  lung  . 

12.  "  "  breast  ..  ..  . . 

13.  "  "  uterus  . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . .  .# 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  . 

22.  Influenza  . .  . 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

24.  Bronchitis . .  . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  ..  .. 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ..  ..  .  • 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . .  . . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ..  ..  ..  •• 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ..  .•  ••  ••  •• 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases..  ..  •• 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

34 •  All  other  accidents  . 

35.  Suicide  . 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War  ..  ..  «•  *• 


Totals 


•  «  •  ♦ 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


Measles. 


I  have  noticed  in  the  4  Rural  Districts  comprising  the  Bulmer  Area  that  in 
recent  years  the  evidence  of  measles  is  tending  to  follow  the  pattern  observed  in 
towns,  namely  an  epidemic  every  second  year,  with  only  small  numbers  in  the 
intervening  ones,  1957  bad  50  cases,  1958  only  8  cases,  1959  produced  66  notifications 
in  the  Yifath  Rural  District.  The  age  of  children  affected  was  fairly  evenly  spread 
over  all  groups  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  9.  The  virus  of  measles  is  a  close 
relation  to  that  causing  distemper  in  dogs.  There  is  an  effective  vaccine  available 
to  our  veterinary  colleagues  and  it  may  not  be  too  long  before  a  similar  vaccine 
becomes  available  for  children.  Although  such  a  vaccine  would  increase  the  already 
growing  list  of  preventive  inoculations  our  children  must  suffer,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  removal  of  measles  would  be  a  great  achievement. 


Other  diseases. 


Scarlet  fever  -  3  cases 
Whooping  cough  *  4  cases 
Influenzal  Pneumonia  -  1  case 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Flaxton  R.D. 's) 


(Bulmer  Area  comprising  Wath,  Thirsk,  Easingwold  and 


Total  estimated  population  54*680.  Total  live  birth 
Primary  Vaccination  against  smallpox  during  year 
Immunised  against  whooping  cough 
"  "  diphtheria 


962. 

479. 

427. 

(662  (primary  course) 
(328  (booster  injection) 


At  the  end  of  the  year  8,282  persons  under  26  had  received  3  injections  against 
poliomyelitis  and  at  the  present  time  about  1,000  doses  of  vaccine  are  being  used 
monthly  in  the  area  by  our  own  staff  and  general  practitioners. 


PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northallerton  carry  out  examinations  of  water 
and  assist  in  the  control  of  infectious  diseases. 

Ambulance. 


The  district  is  served  by  the  Thirsk  Ambulance  Depot.  (N.R.C.C.)  Telephone  - 
Thirsk  2234*  After  10  p.m.  the  telephone  is  transferred  to  Northallerton  446. 

District  Nurses. 


A  combined  service  of  District  Nurse,  Midwife  and  Health  Visitor  is  operated 
in  the  area  as  follows 


Wath,  Melmerby,  Norton  Conyers ,  ) 
Middleton  Quemhow,  Hutton  Conyers  ) 
and  Baldersby  ) 

Asenby 


Nurse  Lockhart,  S.R.N.  S.C.M.  H.V. , 
1,  Brookside  Villas, 

Baldersby.  Tel.  Melmerby  66 

Nurse  Dickenson,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M. ,  H.V., 
34?  East  Lea, 

Topcliffe.  Tel,  Topcliffe  316 


Marton-le-Moor,  Dishforth  and  Cundall  Hurse  Halliday,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V., 

Hillside, 

Asenby.  Tel,  Topcliffe  355* 

A  vancancy  exists  for  a  mirse  at  Helperby.  When  filled  this  nurse  will  have 
some  duties  including  relief  in  the  south  end  of  the  area. 


5. 


' 


. 


.... 


■ 


. 


. 


' 


Domestic  Help  Services. 


A  scheme  operates  under  Section  29  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  to  give 
domestic  help.  Assistance  up  to  44  hours  in  any  week  can  be  provided,  with 
priority  to  domiciliary  confinements.  The  maximum  charge  is  3/-  per  hour,  but  many 
cases  pay  less  than  this,  the  cost  being  based  on  income  and  family  expenses. 

The  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office,  Easingwold.  Telephone 
Easingwold  324« 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


These  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council’s  Mobile  Clinic  as  follows s- 

Dishforth  R.A.F.  Station  . Alternate  Mondays  at  2  p.m. 

Wath  Village  . .  . Every  four  weeks  on  Tuesdays  at 

10  a.m. 


Voluntary  Care  Committee. 

The  scope  of  this  committee  has  been  considerably  widened.  Whereas  previously 
funds  derived  from  the  County  Council  were  available  to  assist  tuberculosis  cases, 
now  assistance  other  than  monetary  can  be  given  to  any  deserving  Base  of  physical 
or  mental  illness.  The  secretary  is  my  senior  clerk,  Mr.  E.T.  Goodwick,  Area  Health 
Office,  Easingwold. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SURVEYOR  AND 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  1959. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wath  Rural  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  for  1959,  the  first  since  taking 
up  my  duties  in  April  of  that  year. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  provision  of  amenities 
throughout  the  area. 

The  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Rainton  has  been  virtually  completed  at  a  cost 
of  £15,340  and  Ministry  approval  has  been  received  for  the  commencement  of  a 
£17,572  scheme  for  the  village  of  Baldersby  and  work  will  commence  on  this  early 
in  May,  i960. 

The  Council  have  continued  their  policy  of  providing  accommodation  for 
elderly  people  and  during  the  year  seven  new  bungalows  have  been  completed  and 
contracts  let  for  the  erection  of  another  four.  The  demand  for  Improvement  Grants 
has  remained  steady  and  a  considerable  number  of  owners  have  now  taken  advantage 
of  these  to  modernise  their  property. 

The  Council  »s  water  undertaking  has  been  maintained  without  any  major 
interruption,  although  mechanical  failures  did  occur  at  both  Baldersby  St.  James 
and  Hutton  Conyers.  The  supply  of  water  has  been  more  than  adequate  to  meet  all 
requirements  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  even  during  the  prolonged  drought  of 
last  summer  there  was  no  fear  of  supplies  failing  nor  was  it  necessary  to  impose 
any  restrictions  on  the  consumption  of  water. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  both  members  and  staff 
for  their  whole  hearted  co-operation  during  these  first  nine  months  of  my 
appointment. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.G.G.  LEWIS 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS 


Tho  following  table  sets  out  the  acreage,  number 
estimated  population  of  each  parish  in  the  area. 


of  dwelling  houses  and 


The  number  of  houses  is  an  actual  count  from  the 
number  of  houses  on  which  there  are  Closing  Orders  or 
Housing  Act  and  which  are  unoccupied.  There  are  also 
at  Dishforth  Aerodrome. 


rate  book  and  includes  a 
Undertakings  under  the 
a  number  of  married  quarters 


The  population  of  3,500  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  fo- 
and  gives  an  average  of  4.8  persons  per  house. 


mid  1959 


Parish 

Acreage 

Asenby 

..  1,179 

Baldersby 

1,831 

Cundall-with-Leckby 

..  2,052 

Dishforth 

..  1,765 

Hutton  Conyers 

3,212 

Mar  t  on- 1 e-Mo or 

..  1,679 

Melmerby 

..  1,139 

Middleton  Quemhow  . . 

763 

Horton  Conyers 

1,042 

Rainton-with-Newby  . . 

..  1,578 

Wath  . 

767 

17,007 

Humber  of 

Estimated 

Houses 

Population 

57 

225 

82 

316 

37 

147 

155 

1227 

(incl.  48 

(incl.  614 

Married 

service 

quarters) 

■personnel) 

57 

212 

4  6 

185 

89 

351 

25 

101 

17 

69 

102 

410 

64 

257 

M 

3500 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Consumption  of  water  in  the  area  has  increased  by  almost  half  a  million 
gallons  to  nineteen  and  a  half  million  gallons.  The  Councils  own  sources  supplied 
just  over  thirteen  million  gallons  and  of  these  over  nine  million  gallons  were 
pumped  from  the  borehole  at  Baldersby  St.  James. 

Water  is  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  Thirsk  District  Water  Company  to  the  parishes 
of  Dishforth  and  Cundall,  while  the  village  of  Asenby  is  also  supplied  in  detail 
by  the  same  undertaking,  and  it  was  necessary  to  impose  boiling  restrictions  on 
this  water  following  serious  contamination  and  inadequate  treatment  at  source. 

The  Councils  supplies  had  only  one  service  interruption  when  the  pump  at 
Baldersby  St.  James  failed  and  had  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  borehole.  The  spare 
pump  was  soon  installed  and  service  returned  to  normal,  in  the  meantime  the  Melmerby 
supply  was  brought  into  action  and  the  supply  of  water  was  maintained  although  at  a 
greatly  reduced  pressure. 

A  piped  water  supply  is  available  to  almost  all  dwellings  within  the  district 
and  only  20  houses  are  without  a  satisfactory  supply.  These  are  all  isolated 
properties  which  cannot  be  supplied  except  at  exorbitant  cost. 

Regular  routine  sampling  of  our  supplies  took  place  and  the  results  are 
tabulated  in  this  report. 

Although  the  area  has  an  abundance  of  underground  water,  is  well  served  by 
its  present  system  of  water  mains  and  is  economically  administered, the  Council  felt 

that  any  attempt  to  continue  to  stand  on  their  own  would  hamper  progress  and 
accordingly  decided  to  approach  the  Claro  Water  Board  with  a  view  to  being  included 

within  the  area  of  that  body.  This  approach  was  favourably  received  and  it  would 
appear  likely  that  our  supplies  will  be  taken  over  during  the  next  twelve  months. 
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Sources  of  Supply  and  Consumption, 


Water  is  obtained  from  two  springs  and  three  boreholes  in  the  area  and 
water  is  also  .purchased  in  bulk  for  Cundall  and  Dishforth.  The  village  of  Asenby 
is  supplied  direct  by  the  Thirsk  Water  Company  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Norton 
Conyers  by  Ripon  Corporation,  while  two  isolated  properties  in  Wath  are  sunnlied 
direct  by  Bedale  R.D.C.  1 


The  total  yield  available  from  our  five  sources  is;- 


Melmerby  Springs 
Hutton  Conyers  Springs 
Wath  borehole  . .  . . 

Marton-1 e-Moor  borehole  . . 
Baldersby  St.  James  borehole 


50,000  gallons  per  day 

10,000  "  "  » 

15,000  "  »  " 

25,000  "  "  » 

175,000  "  »  " 


Total  yield 


275,000 


Our  records  show  that  the  total  consumption  of  water  in  the  area  during  the 
year  was  19,599,500  gallons.  The  quantities  consumed  from  each  source  were;- 


Gallons  per  day 

Melmerby  .  552,200  galls,  equivalent  to  1512 

Hutton  Conyers .  481,300  "  "  »  1318 

Wath .  1,360,000  »  »  "  3726 

Marton-1  e-Moor .  1,339,000  "  "  »  3668 

Baldersby  St.  James .  9,425,000  "  "  "  25797 

Cundall  (Bulk) .  1,483,000  "  "  "  4063 

Dishforth  (Bulk)  .  2,959,000  "  "  "  8126 


Gallons  per  year  17,599*500  "  "  "  48210 


In  addition  it  is  estimated  that  supplies  totalling  two  million  gallons  were 
received  froms- 

Thirsk  Water  Company  -  supplying  Asenby  in  detail. 

Ripon  Corporation  -  supplying  part  of  Norton  Conyers. 

Bedale  R.D.C.  -  supplying  two  isolated  jjroperties. 

This  gives  a  total  consumption  of  19,599,500  gallons  per  year  or  53^97  gallons 
per  day. 


Table  of  Samples  of  Water  Taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 


Public 

Supplies 

) 

Private  Supplies  ! 

Sat. 

Unsat . 

Sat. 

Jnsat.  i 

Asenby  . 

12 

• 

Baldersby  . 

1 

- 

Baldersby  St.  James 

1 

- 

Cundall  . 

8 

1 

Dishforth  . 

8 

1 

Hutton  Conyers  . 

4 

3 

1 

Marton-le-Moor 

6 

2 

Melmerby  . 

2 

— 

Middleton  QuBrnhow  . 

- 

- 

2 

7 

Norton  Conyers . .  ..  .. 

— 

- 

Rain ton . . 

6 

- 

4 

2 

Wath  . 

9 

- 

57 

7 

< 

0 

M 

O 

OD 

O 

The  table  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  shows  satisfactory 
results  from  public  supplies  in  all  but  four  parishes  and  in  two  of  these,  Cundall 
and  Dishforth,  the  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  Thirsk  Water  Company. 
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The  unsatisfactory  samples  at  Hutton  Conyers  were  found  to  be  due  to  a  tree 
root  forcing  an  entry  into  the  pipe  leading  fron  the  spring  to  the  pump-house 
and  the  subsequent  entry  of  contamination.  The  defective  pipe  was  traced  and 
sealed  and  the  pipes  thoroughly  chlorinated  and  subsequent  samples  have  proved 
satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  from  Mar ton-1 e-Moor  appear  to  have  been 
due  to  mice  having  gained  access  to  the  reservoir  and  being  drowned.  The  reservoir 
was  emptied,  flushed  out  and  chlorinated  and  no  further  trouble  has  been  experienced 
with  this  supply. 


HOUSING 


Council  Housing. 

In  the  past  year  the  Council  completed  3  bungalows  at  Baldersby  and  4  bungalows 
at  Hutton  Conyers.  Sites  were  acquired  for  a  pair  at  Baldersby  St.  James  and  a 
further  pair  at  Dishforth. 


The  Council  now  have  the  following  dwellings;- 


Asenby 
Baldersby 
Cundall 
Dishforth 
Hutton  Conyers 
Mar  t  on- 1 e  -Mo  o r 
Melmerby  . . 
Rainton  . . 
Wath 


Houses. 

6 

6 

4 

22 

4 

8 

24 

10 

10 


Bungalows . 

3 
6 

2 

9 

6 

4 

3 

4 


94 


37 


Making  a  total  for  all  parishes  of  131  dwellings. 

There  are  at  present  53  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  and  of  these 
28  have  applied  for  bungalows,  20  for  houses  and  5  for  bungalows  or  houses. 


Improvement  Grants. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  houses  in  the  area 
by  giving  Improvement  Grants.  During  the  year  grants  totalling  £1,966  were  given 
in  respect  of  10  houses.  Since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  60  grants  have  been 
approved  at  a  cost  of  £10,193* 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  55  (91.2$)  of  these  grants  have  been  in  respect  of 
houses  let  to  tenants,  and  that  this  compares  very  favourably  with  the  national 
average  where  almost  SQP/o  of  the  grants  have  been  made  to  owner/occupiers. 


Amenities  in  Houses. 


The  following  table  shows  that  79*75$  of  the  houses  in  the  area  have  a  water 
closet  while  74.4$  have  a  bath.  These  percentages  represent  a  very  high  standard 
for  a  rural  area  but  even  so  it  is.  hoped  that  they  will  be  improved  as  additional 
sewers  and  sewage  disposal  plants  are  constructed. 
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Parish 

Total  Humber 
of  Houses 

Closet  Accommodation 

Baths 

Pails 

Privies 

Water 

Closets 

Asenby  . 

57 

4 

17 

36 

37 

Baldersby 

82 

18 

19 

45 

47 

Cundall-with-Leckby 

37 

2 

9 

26 

29 

Dishf  orth  . . 

155 

3 

8 

144 

128 

Hutton  Conyers..  .. 

57 

3 

8 

4  6 

45 

Mar  ton-1  e-Moor  . . 

4  6 

2 

5 

39 

32 

Melmerby  . . 

89 

mm 

2 

87 

73 

Middleton  Quemhow  . . 

25 

1 

7 

17 

16 

Horton  Conyers.. 

17 

7 

3 

7 

15 

Rainton  with  Newby  . . 

102 

2 

18 

82 

70 

Wath  . 

64 

3 

7 

54 

52 

Totals 

731 

j 

45 

103 

583 

544 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wath,  serving  the  villages  of  Wath  and  Melmerby 
has  functioned  fairly  satisfactory  during  the  year,  but  there  is  an  urgent  need 
for  additional  sludge  drying  beds  to  facilitate  more  frequent  emptying  of  the 
sedimentation  tanks.  The  Council's  consulting  engineer  estimates  that  the  cost 
of  doubling  the  drying  areas  would  be  approximately  six  hundred  pounds  and  in  my 
opinion  this  work  should  be  given  a  high  priority  during  the  coming  year.  The 
purchase  of  a  small  mobile  pump  has  been  of  great  assistance  in  flushing  and  washing 
these  works  and  in  the  production  of  a  satisfactory  effluent. 

The  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Rainton  was  virtually  completed  during  the  year 
and  the  works  are  now  in  operation. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  authorised  the  Council  to  obtain 
tenders  for  the  laying  of  sewers  and  the  construction  of  a  sewage  disposal  works 
to  serve  the  village  of  Baldersby.  The  contract  v/as  finally  let  at  £17,572  and 
work  should  commence  in  May  of  the  coming  year. 

The  Council  instructed  their  Consulting  Engineer  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the 
village  of  Asenby  and  this  is  now  being  done. 

At  present  the  sewage  from  seven  villages  discharges,  in  most  cases  after  slight 
settlement,  into  open  watercourses  necessitating  1,597  yards  of  watercourse  and 
15  small  tanks  being  cleaned  out  by  the  Council  to  minimise  this  unsatisfactory 
form  of  disposal.  The  new  schemes  for  Baldersby  and  Asenby  will  go  a  long  way 
towards  improving  conditions  in  the  area  and  will  leave  only  five  villages  without 
disposal  plant. 
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SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OP  POOD. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  9  registered  distributors  of  milk  serving  the  area  and  of  these 
3  are  residents  and  6  are  from  outside  the  district.  One  or  two  farmer 
producers  also  sell  small  quantities  of  milk  direct  to  customers  and  employees. 

All  milk  at  present  sold  by  the  registered  distributors  is  either  tuberculin 
tested,  sterilised  or  pasteurised,  and  the  Minister  has  now  expressed  his 
intention  of  making  an  order  including  this  district  in  an  area  in  which  all  milk 
sold  by  retail  must  be  '‘specially  designated"  milk  (that  is  "pasteurised" 
"sterilised"  or  "tuberculin  tested").  This  order  is  due  to  come  into  force  on 
the  1st  October,  I960,  and  will  do  much  to  improve  the  standard  of  the  farmer 
retailers. 

Meat. 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and  only  one  butchers  shop. 

This  establishment  is  very  well  conducted  and  has  given  no  cause  for  complaint. 

The  area  is  well  supplied  with  meat  by  vans  operating  from  neighbouring 
towns  and  generally  speaking  the  condition  of  the  vans  is  good.  I  would,  however, 
like  to  see  more  meat  pre-packed  to  avoid  unnecessary  handling  and  possible 
contamination  during  transit. 

Ice  Cream. 


Three  shops  in  the  district  are  licensed  to  retail  ice-cream.  All  obtain 
ice-cream  pre-packed  from  large  manufactureis  and  store  it  in  modem  refrigerators 
until  sold  as  received.  Two  or  three  vans  operating  from  outside  the  area  also 
retail  during  the  summer.  There  are  no  manufacturing  premises. 

Food  Shops. 

There  are  7  food  shops,  7  licensed  premises  and  2  cafes  in  the  area,  to 
which  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  apply  and  conditions  are  generally  good. 

A  transport  cafe  which  has  been  a  cause  of  concern  has  now  changed  hands 
and  the  new  owner  is  sinking  a  borehole  to  replace  the  existing  unsatisfactory 
water  supply.  The  structural  condition  of  this  cafe  is  poor  and  the  owner  wishes 
to  erect  new  premises  at  the  rear  of  the  existing  buildings  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  is  highly  desirable. 


TOPCLIPPE  PAIR. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  already  referred  to  the  annual  nuisance 
of  this  horse  fair  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  event  is  potentially  dangerous 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  villages.  In  my  opinion 
it  is  essential  that  the  stay  of  these  gipsies  should  be  kept  to  the  minimum 
and  that  personal  contact  should  be  made  with  their  leaders  in  an  attempt  to  obtain 
co-operation  to  improve  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  encampment. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  fortnightly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  from  every  house  in  the  area 
continued,  while  48  married  quarters  on  a  service  airfield  received  a  weekly 
collection.  The  work  was  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner  hy  the  contractor 
and  no  complaints  were  received. 

The  cost  of  this  service  amounted  to  £1109-12-4.  This  represents  a  cost  of 
per  house  or  6/3s rd.  per  head  of  the  population,  and  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  country  as  a  whole. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


Many  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  a  number  of  minor 
infestations  found.  There  were  no  major  infestations  and  the  Council's  sewers 
remained  free  of  rats. 

The  undertaking  of  rat  destruction  under  contract  by  the  County  Committees 
finished  early  in  the  year  but  as  yet  no  increase  in  the  number  of  rats  has  been 
apparent . 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959. 


There  are  no  large  works  in  the  area  but  twelve  small  premises  are  classed 
as  factories.  They  are:- 

3  agricultural  engineers 

1  electrical  engineer 

2  automobile  engineers 
1  sawmill 

1  grain  drying  plant 

2  joiners  shops 

1  warehouse  (ifl.O.S.) 

1  packing  shed  (M.O.S.) 

All  these  premises  were  visited  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  complying 
with  the  provisions  as  to  health. 

The  information  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  more  detailed  than  has 
been  required  in  previous  years  and  has  therefore  been  included  as  an  annex  to 

this  report. 


CARAVANS . 


There  are  10  licensed  sites  within  the  area,  nine  for  individual  caravans 
and  one  group  site  licensed  for  six  caravans.  These  sites  are,  in  the  main,  well 
kept  and  with  a  reasonable  standard  of  amenities.  In  addition  to  the  licensed  sites 
several  people  bring  caravans  into  the  area  for  weekends  and  holiday  periods  during 
the  summer  and  these  are  mostly  stationed  in  Cundall  and  Asenby  near  the  River 
Swale,  their  stay  is  usually  short  and  the  sites  well  conducted. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTION'S  AND  VISITS  DURING  1959 


Housing  inspections  and  re-inspections  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  . . 

Inspections  re  improvement  grants  . 

Inspections  and  re- inspections  re  nuisances  . 

Buildings  under  construction  . 

Water  supplies  . 

Sewage  Disposal . . 

Drainage  . .  . . 

Cesspools  and  sewage  tanks . . 

Dykes  and  watercourses  . 

Housing  management  and  repair  . 

Housing  sites  .  . ,  . .  . . . 

Factories 

Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . 

Dairies  . . 

Rodent  Control  . 

Temporary  dwellings  and  caravans  . 

Petroleum  storage  . . 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews . .  . .  . .  . 

Infectious  disease 

Refuse  collection  . 

Town  Planning  . 

National  Assistance  . .  . 

Water  samples  . 


49 

88 

18 

156 

212 

234 

48 

15 

30 

254 

30 

24 

28 

12 

54 

13 

15 

ill 

18 

13 

6 

NIL 

80 


Total 


1483 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
III  RESPECT  OF  TEE  YEAR  1959  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  WATH  IN  TEE  COUNTY  OF  YORKSHIRE  (NORTH  RIDING). 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

A) 

Number 

on 

Regj  ster 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

1 

Occupiers  j 
prosecuted  ! 
(5) 

:(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  In 

Local  Authorities. . . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  ii 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. ........... 

i(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-worker 
premises) . . .  „ . 

r 

7 

14 

- —  - - 

f 

 I 

i 

5. .  . . 

10 

i 

i 

| 

s 

- 

Total . . 

1 

12 

24 

- 1 

- 1 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted  j 

(6)  : 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref  ( 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

srred 

Sy  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

i 

'Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

i 

i 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (g.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S  .6).. . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient . 

““  

.  ~  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

mm 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes.. 

mm 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

* 

. 

Total . 

_ 

- 

1 6 
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PART  Will  OP  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

1 

«H 

o 

• 

o 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

5 

out-workers 

cases  of 

pros ecu- 

instances 

Nature 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices  : 

Prose- 

of 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole 

served  : 

cut ions 

Work 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

>:  some 

| 

|  S 

i 

by  Section 

no  fi)(o) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

(i)  .  i 

(2) 

- 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6)  ; 

(7) 

1 

{Wearing  )  Making 
‘apparel  )  etc., 

• 

mr% 

)  Cleaning 
)  Washing 

mm 

Household  linen 

z 

- 

- 

~ 

Lace,  lace  cur¬ 
tains  and  nets 

,  , 

*•» 

• 

mm 

tm 

Curtains  and 
furniture 

Hangings 

i 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

0m 

Electro-plate 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

— 

Pile  making 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Etrass  and  brass 
articles 

• 

Pur  pulling 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  &  chains 

_ 

mm 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

mm 

\ 

; 

Cart  gear 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

' 

; 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Artificial 

flowers 

mm 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

mm 

Tents 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Sacks 

mm 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

— 

Paper  bags 

mm 

— 

— 

- 

- 

The  making  of 
boxes  an  other 

receptacles  or  parts 
thereof  made  wholly 

| 

cr  partially  of 
paper 

mm 

r. 

—  i 

— 

3 rush  making 

mm 

••  i  !  1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

3ea  picking 

mm 

— 

- 

- 

mm 

leather  sorting 

mm 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Warding,  etc., 

Df  buttons  etc. 

■ 

~ 

Stuffed  toys- 

mm 

— 

- 

- 

Hasket  making 

mm 

— 

— 

- 

- 

i 

1 

.   1 

i 

•  -  • 


. 


Px\RT  Vlll  OF  THE  ACT  (oontd.) 
Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

S 

ection  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

no  (i)(c) 

(2) 

No .  of 
cases  of 
def  atilt 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 
(?) 

I 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for  : 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 
(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Chocolates  and 

sweetmeats 

Cosaques, 

Christmas 

stockings, 

etc, , 

Textile 

weaving 

Lampshades 

•• 

- 

- 

- 

— 

• 

TOTAL 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

: 

Signature 


H.  GRAY 


Medical  Officer 
of  Health 


18. 


' 


. 


. 

:  ( ‘ 


